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Gallery’s new location
completes the picture

By Rose Smone. Recod statl

KITCHENER

After nearly a decade of work and waiting, Gallery
on the Grand 15 finally where it belongs and shaping
up 1o become what owners Alison and David
Burkett have dreamesd it could be.

The 4,500-square-foot building housing their
private art business opened this week at 580 Lan-
caster 5t. W, Kitchener, near Golf's Steak House in
the Bridgeport area.

The Burketts bought the property in 1999 for their
dream of starting a gallery-- one similar 1o galleries
they saw in the world's greal cities as they travelled
in their carcers a5 business consullants. But not
long alter they purchased the site, the technology
bubble burst and the econemy hil & stumbling
block.

"By May 2001, | started 1o gel nervows. The
coonomy was nol looking geod. | suggested we
hald ofl on building and starl the gallery in a leased
space instead,” Alison Burketl recalls.

Her intuition was right. Afller they starled the busi-
ness, in lessed space ofl King Street Morth near
Willnd Laurier Universily in Waterloo, the Sepi.
11, 2001 terrenst atlacks in the United Slates
resulted in even moere economic turmaoil.

30 the Lancaster Street project was pul on hold and
for six years customers wondered why the business
wias called Gallery on the Grand when it wasnt
even cloese 1o the river.

Last year, the Burketls -- she's 57 and he's 60 --
decided il was lime 1o acl, especially since the
Region of Waterloo was moving ahead with repairs
e the Bridge Streel bnidge over the Grand and plans
for a roundaboul near their site.

They still had a problem, however. Their property,
which backs on to the river, was larger than they
needed. And they couldn't casily sever a lot al the
back because the only doveway access was al the
fromnt.

Theeir realtor, Dictmar Semmerfeld of CB Richard
Ellis, suggested they pariner with another business
fo create a vacant land condominium corporalion.
Az it lurmed oul, that was also a perfect armangement
for Enermodal Engineenng,

a Kitchener-based engineering consulting firm
that specializes in energy-friendly buildings.
Enermodal wanted to build a "green” office
building for its Kitchener stafl and the river-
front was ideal. Under the agreement, Ener-
medal and Gallery on the Grand own their
own buildings, but share landscaping features,
a driveway, and fees for snow removal and
other maintenance.

“It allows the two companies (o each retain
ownership of their buildings, but be part of a
campus complex for the lot,” David Burkett
SAVE,

Proceeds from the deal helped the Burketts
build their gallery. The 3,200 square feet of
floor space on the ground level holds the
gallery and a workshop for framing arl. The
upper level holds an apariment that the Bur-
ketis will move into later this year.

“Chur children are gone now and | was ready (o
downsiee 0 we buill the apariment,” Alison
Burkeil says.

The gallery entrance has a 23-foot high
ceiling, perfect for displaying large picces of
arl. And the gallery itsell has natural light
from Moor-to-cciling windows, There is also a
small courtyard, prowiding an interesting
rental space for functions such as wine and
cheese partics.

The old gallery in Waterleo closed around
Christmas when the lease expired. Bul while
wailing for the new gallery to be ready, the
Burketts carried on their business in online art
sales and corporate arl renlals, as well as their
consulling work.

Mow that the new gallery is open, they are
also displaying and selling works by a wide
range of Canadian and intcrnational arlisis,

It has been worth the wail.

“Al this point, we have an established busi-
ness,” Alison Burketl says,

“It will enhance our business and owr lifestyle
io be by the river,” she adds. "Ar works well
with good archilecture and [ think il works
well with water."
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Gallsry on the Grand cwners David and Alison Burkett have just moved thaeir an
business io 580 Lancasier St W, Kitchenor, They have two employees,



